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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

~( FR0’~ MAR 182004

OFFICE OF

PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND

MEMORANDUM TOXIC SUBSTANCES

SUBJECT: RecommendedChemicalsTo BeginImplementationofSection503 of
E.O. 13148

FROM SusanB Hazen
PrincipalDeputyAssistantAdministrator

TO: JohnHoward
FederalEnvironmentalExecutive

As you areaware,Section5 03(b)ofExecutiveOrder13148(GreeningtheGovernment
ThroughLeadershipIn EnvironmentalManagement)statesthat:

“Within 9 monthsofthe‘dateofthis order[April 26, 2000]the [EPA] Administrator,in
coordinationwith theWorkgroupestablishedin section306ofthis order,shalldevelopa list
ofnot lessthan15 priority chemicalsusedbytheFederalGovernmentthatmayresultin
significantharmto humanhealthortheenvironmentandthathaveknown,readily available,
lessharmfulsubstitutesfor identifiedapplicationsandpurposes.”

Theorderfurtherstatesin subsection(a) that:

“Within 18 monthsofthedateofthis ordereachagencywith facilitiesshalldevelopand
supportgoalsto reducetheuseatsuchagency’sfacilities ofthepriority chemicalson thelist
undersubsection(b) ofthis sectionfor identifiedapplicationsandpurposes,oralternative
chemicalsandpollutantstheagencyidentifiesundersubsection-(c)ofthis section,by atleast
50 percentby December31,2006.”

EPA’s Office Directors’Multi-mediaandPollution PreventionForum(M2P2)hasdiscussed
theissueofstimulatingactionundertheExecutiveOrderandrecommendedto methat five
substancescurrentlyidentifiedbytheInteragencyWorkgroupwould constituteaviable startingpoint
for implementingthis importantworkby federalfacilities. Suchactionwould alsocomplement
effortsof theAgency’sNationalWasteMinimizationPartnershipProgramon thesesainesubstances~
I posedthis recommendationto my counterpartsin EPA managementandall thatrespondedsupport
this action. Severalprovidedhelpful commentsandoffersofassistancethatI haveattachedfor your
information.
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Therefore,onbehalfofEPA, I recommendthatFederalagenciessubjectto Section503(b) of
ExecutiveOrder13148begintheirefforts by focusingon five substancesthatmeetthepriority list
criteria. Thesesubstancesare: Cadmium,Lead,PolychlorinatedBiphenyls(PCBs),Mercury, and
Naphthalene.Thisrecommendationis theresultofan Agency-widedeliberativeprocess.These
substancesarealsopart ofa largersetof substancesundertheResourceConservationChallenge- a
voluntarypollutionpreventionandenergyconservationinitiative underEPA’sNationalWaste
Minimization PartnershipProgram. Therefore,youreffortsto promotegovernment-wideprevention
actionswill complementtheAgency’slargermissionto achievereleasereductionsoftheseandother
substances.

We look forwardto workingwith you andtheFederalFacilitiesto reduceusesandreleasesof
thesepriority chemicals.Pleasefeelfreeto contactme(202-564-2902)or CharlieAuer,Director
oftheOffice ofPollutionPreventionandToxics(202-564-3810)with anyquestionsor to discuss
further.

Attachments

cc: Administrator
Acting DeputyAdministrator
AssistantAdministrators
RegionalAdministrators
M2P2 Members



TextofEmail Message

Barry Breen
Sentby: CarolynHoskinson

01/16/0405:00PM

To: SusanHazenIDC/USEPAIUS@EPA,Sandy
Evalenko/DC/USEPAIUS@EPA

cc: RobertSpringer/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,Jim
Berlow/DC/USEPAIUS@EPA

Subject:ReducingChemicalUseatFederalFacilities

I appreciatetheopportunityto commenton the initial list offive chemicalsthat
would beginimplementationof ExecutiveOrder13148. We agreethatputting
this list in placeis agoodidea,evenwith just five ofthefifteen chemicals
envisionedby theExecutiveOrder. This allows theprocessofcomplyingwith
thegoalsto bepilotedanddevelopedbythevariousFederalentities. Thiswill
speedthecomplianceprocessfor anynewchemicalswecanaddto thelist later.
Thefive chemicalschosencertainlyrankamongthehighestpriorities for the
Agency. As you havenotedin yourrequestfor comment,fourof thefive areon
thelist ofpriority chemicalslist initially developedby OSWBR,but validatedas
Agencypriorities throughtheM2P2process.We alsosupportthe inclusionof
PCBson the list.

Wewould like to suggestonerefinementin ourconcurrenceon thelist. While the
ExecutiveOrderrequiresthatfederalfacilities seekto reducetheiruseofthese
chemicalsby 50%,it is somewhatvagueonhow facilities shouldachievethat
goal. In manycases,thegoalcouldbeachievedbysimplyextendingthelife of
currentproductsorbyrecyclingthoseproductswhile continuingto buy thesame
products,in lesserquantities,with thesamecontentofpriority chemicals.

We wouldencouragefederalfacilitiesto go beyondthis andtry to put in place
modificationsto theirprocurementspecificationsto encouragethetotal
replacementofproductscontainingpriority chemicalswherefeasiblealternatives
exist. Wewouldbehappyto exploreopportunitieswith JohnHowardto develop
government-wideprocurementguidelinesfor someof themostcommonproducts
wewould like to seereplacedwith lesshazardousalternatives.Perhapsthe
Designfor theEnvironmentstaffandothersacrossEPA.andotherfederal
agenciescouldalsobehelpful to JohnHowardandhis staffin craftingthose



guidelines.

If you haveany questionsregardingthesecomments,yourstaffcancontactMary
Jacksonin OSWon703-308-8453.



Textofemailmessage

To: SusanHazen
cc: Will Garvey,SandyEvalenko

Subject: OEIResponseRe:ReducingChemicalUseatFederalFacilities

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton theproposedlist of chemicals
targetedfor reducedusebyFederalAgenciesby fifty percentby December31,
2006. TheOffice ofEnvironmentalInformation(OE1)hasno objectionto the
proposedlist offive chemicals.Additionally, theOffice supportsyour
recommendationthatEPA formally endorsetheFederalefforts to reducetheuse
ofthe listedchemicals.

My Officewould like to continueto supportthis effort to theextentpossible. As
youmayknow,0BPsOffice ofInformationAnalysisandAccess(OIAA) has
donesomeoftheanalyticalbackgroundwork for thiseffort. OIAA workedwith
FederalFacilitiesEnforôementOffice (FFEO)to helpfederalfacilities set2001
dataasthebaselineto measuretotal reductionsofToxic ReleaseInventory(TRI)
releases(on- andoff-site) andoff-site transfersfor treatmentby 10%annuallyor
40%overallbyDecember31, 2006asrequiredBO 13148.Theyalsoperformed
dataruns for 1999 through2002andprovidedtheseto all federalagencies.

Finally, EPA’s webportalfor Mercuryis underdevelopment.Whenlaunched,the
portalwill beaconsolidatedwebsitesourcefor Mercury-relatedinformation.
SinceMercuryis oneof thefive listed, thiswebportalshouldbeof useto Federal
Agenciesastheygo aboutreducingtheuseofthiselement.

Againthankyou for theopportunityto commentandpleasefeel freeto contactme
on 564-6665,orJulieWinterson 564-8848.

LindaTravers
PrincipalDeputyAssistantAdministrator
Office ofEnvironmentalInformation



UNITED STA TES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 5

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590

February 9, 2004

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:

D-8J
MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: ReducingChemicalUse atFederalFacilities

FROM: MargaretM. Guerriero /Signed/

Division Director

TO: SusanB.Hazen

PrincipalDeputyAssistantAdministrator

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton the initial list ofchemicalsto beprovided
to JohnHowardascalledfor underExecutiveOrder13148. By this message,Region5 is
providingcommentson thatlist andinformationprovidedwith yourJanuary7, 2004
memorandum.

Region5 enthusiasticallysupportsthereductionin useofthechemicalsidentifiedon the
initial list. We areparticularlysupportiveofreductionsrelatedto theuseofmercury,lead,
cadmium,andPCBs. For severalyears,Region5 hasworkedto encouragereductionsofPCB
usedin electricalequipmentandownedby theFederalgovernmentnationwide. Theinclusionof
PCBson the initial list ofsubstancesstronglysupportsRegion5’s efforts in this area.

We alsostronglysupportacontinuingrelationshipbetweentheInteragencyWorkgroup
andEPA, throughtheM2P2, to identify additionalchemicals. It is ourhopethat,beyondthe
identificationofchemicals,therelationshipbetweentheInteragencyWorkgroupandtheM2P2
will provideavenuefor exploringotheropportunitiesto furtherreducetoxic chemicalswithin
the federalfacility community. Forinstance,perhapsthroughtheInteragencyWorkgroup,
reductionsin leadandmercuryin electronicequipmentcomponents(e.g.leadin personal
computers,andmercuryusedfor backlightingin screens)couldbeadvanced.Suchreductions
arelikely to beconsidereddisposalrelatedissuesratherthan“in-use” issuesand thereforemay
not strictlybe relevantto thecurrentfocusoftheInteragencyWorkgroup. Suchissuescouldbe
addressedwith theInteragencyWorkgroupin thefuture.

Region5 recommendsthatthechemicalcategoryof“Naphthalene”beexpandedto
“pesticides”. In referenceto thetableattachedto yourJanuary7, 2004memorandum,the
suggestedalternativefor reducingtheuseofnaphthaleneasapesticideis IntegratedPest
Management.Region5 feelsthat theemphasisfor reducingpesticideuseshouldbeon the
approach- implementationofIntegratedPestManagementstrategies- ratherthanon individual
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chemicalsor pesticides.Emphasizingintegratedpestmanagementstrategiesasan approach
wouldbeamuchmoreeffectivewayfor thegovernmentto “green” its useofpesticidesbecause
it addressesusesof otherpesticides,including someofthosethatmayposegreaterhazards,
without raisingconcernsaboutplacingaregisteredpesticideon atargetlist for reduction.

Region5 suggeststhatafterthe initial list of chemicalsis providedto Mr. Howard,that
EPA giveparticularattentionto how thecommunicationof informationandissuesrelatedto the
InteragencyWorkgroup’sefforts is coordinatedwithin EPA, particularlyto key individuals
withinHeadquartersProgramandRegionalOffices.By ensuringthatan effectivecommunication
networkexists,wemayall betterrecognizetheaccomplishmentsmadewithin thefederalfacility
community,identifywhereparticularassistancemight behelpful,coordinateactivities
nationwide,andrecommendissuesfor consideration.

cc: BharatMathur
DeputyRegionalAdministrator


